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Put God at the beginning

e oty ahal sooesiic egllonaton oo o o St oo of
Ay e, a5 Bl i M _g'I_.'u:u g |_|r L1 ﬂ'mlnlpu.l rind il i
v of ol

“In ike begmming God created the bemen and ihe saribh”

[ st struck with ademirasom at this thengb, What shall 1 sy firmi? Shall |
demoisigane e |.‘:|I|il'!.' ol the Gaeqiles? Shall rFll":Iihr thie crthy of o faéch?

The phibeopiers of Greece have oied very band (0 esplain nawre, and oo
one o therr sysiems has remained firm and unshaken They ane emough @ thems
selves (s kst oo another Theee whe weme s mrposant s dse to g knadicdge
o Cinved vl it allor whoat ai ineelligent cause |:4|-.-J'r|ne| ar e Firnh of the -
verse—a prinsry e that crapped them i sad consequences

Same fell back on maienial primcples and aimbssed the ongm of the mmne e
o the clements o the wordd, Others imamed den mioms, sl imewable baodies,
(15 e l"ﬁ :IIh'I l|||H1-|: (TRl IE] i'lrlll ke Tl al the visdhde swndkd,

It & besemise they el mint knina hosw so sy, “En the hegineing Ceod created the
heaven and the eanh.” Fooled by their inherems achosme, they thowsgha thar noching

gurverneel or mubed the unserse, and that cverythieg was ghoen up o chance,
Ta |.;-:‘1_-|| (5] fll|||| 1his e T, | T Wt aimi |'.':I|i|l||.\. |Il||||| 1w VI first hl:ll'lilh. b=
lightens cur understanding with che name of Ceod: “Inthe beginniog God cneaped”

8¢, Basl, Hevonam, 1.2
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See God everywhere
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We certainly do discover Liod by adminig hs incomprehensible eseence,
wiiks still s backlin in the bope of the proenise, Bui we alsa e b ibough the
greammess of his ercarion, and he considesaon of his justice, and the help of his
ifaily prvvedence. We see hing when with pure minds we conpeniplace wha ke has
diore with his saimis in every groeration, swhen with iremb@ng beart we admare his
pmu'i.dl which be RURTTEIS, alirevis, aned rulies all II'.HII_E:"L arr the vasiwss ol s
knmaedie, anel thar eve of his from which no seeress of 1he lean cas lis bidden,

W aer hinn when we corscker the sand of the sez, and the mumber ol 1he
waves mezared by him and knmen wohin, when in o wonder wee think thas the
droge of main, the days and boms of (b ages, sl all thirgs paet and! uture 2w
present o bis kodedie; when we gaze in unbaosanded admivaion on thag sl
fible mercy of b, which with uswearied patienes endures cowmitles sins thar are
rvery momeend being commitied ander his very sves, We see God in che numbers
lesa opmpuriumitivs of sdvation be grants o those whom he s going to adopg, We
siw hii b phe s Be miadke us b b s chast from v very crniles s groee aed
the: knowledke ol kis ks mighe be given o s

Finally, we see him in the way he underiook the depensation of his Incarmas
1w Jor o sshviem, and extended the mamack off his g ramenis o all rotions,

Bt theeie: ame muimderless gt eotsickeratiois of this s, which anse m o
s acocrcdmg 10 the character ol aur lile and e peny of oo hean, by which
Lo B cither seen by pame eyes or embraced.

-5, Jobm Clwsian, Cagess, 1,15

I COHYS FRESENCE, CONSITHR

e ey alfectioms keeping me loim o eal comemplonss of Gaod !
CIrNG FRAYER

Kt J it dhankn and prode & vou ke e M See, e et e ant Gaaaies
v, fobes, ol mankas aflr roar e ansgr and’ shace ol Mt i v el forrate e ude
v, st e i ek fo s Sty kT
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When God speaks, hear

Lol shvaadls do o Moeaa Serapire ondd the Clurok. M Gt s sty e
-Iu'lll.l.g‘ i i, |.l;l;r_\|'|:ll dlﬂmﬂw T bl & o' qu B ax Asl
Srousd s s, fud Vrronsh ser minde

li is & grean thing [vr a man, and a very mre one, afier contemplaging
the whele comation, corpareal anel corporeal, anl socing how changralde # i,
v e bevrasdd it veach oo the wncharggeshle beivg of God, snd—in thar peak
of conterqlation—eo learn from Geod himsell thar nie e bue Geod has made
venhing ousicde Ceod.

Gl apeaks weith ws, mon by e of some some mudibde oesturne making o
woninie], s ahin vibratioss af e air coniect the oe wha gpeaks wirth the nie who
hears. Mor divs he even speak by means of a spivicual being wich ibe appearanee
of a hody, such as we see m dreams or similar siaies - for cven in that cise, Grod
i sprakimg as if o o behily cars, bicause he = spoaking b means of the ap-
prearande of & oy, and with the appearance of & weal gace berween him anid us,
visos heding exact represeniatinns of real thing

Mo, Lrod does not speak by these things, bui by the maih el i amune is
prepared o hear with the o rifber s wih the bexche For he speaks vo tha
et of ws thist s betner than ssseything else i e Omly Gend, in G, s Bemer than
thas pan of us

St Augusiine, Cify of fod 1.2
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Who Are the Fathers?
e 12

J‘:EJF"_* Home daves are approximate. The tithes of “Saimt™ amd =Father™
Fuave, i somee indiakdianl cases, been comtestid. Here 1 llivy D, Maches
Hursom's Erokypedie of St as well as tbe standarcs spelled ow in noy hook

The Ratfeery o My Gl Erprvatead Eslitum

54, Amnbrose; Bishop of Mk, O of the for Great Faihers af the
Whiest anad & Docror of thee Church, d. 357

S-l_ Aphﬂ"ﬂn Eaii Ih—|1'|!;|l|‘|_I i t'|L |-;I: Ll E] ||Ir Pl;p-ixl'l :‘i.:r.
Sa, Asverus: Frinh-somry bidop ol Amssc, ko for s peeancdig
Sa. Aphanasinss Biabop of Ao, aod denpton of anfsedogy

against the Ariam heresy; one of the Sour Gireat Fabers of the Eastand
a Dosctar of ihe Church, | 370

Athenagoras: Seond-century Athenian phikeopher aml apologist,

5t Angustiner Amang the mast infhuential fgares in history, ane of
e Foror Givean Finlsers o the Vst and o Dhasctar of the Choeds, . 430

54. Basil the Greats Hishop of Caesarea m Pomius, hruther of Se
Caregery ol Myssa, Ohne of the four Girent Fatlers of the B and a
Lhwtor ol the Charch, o 579,

St Clement of Alexandriaz Theologian and catechiz ol 215

5t Clement of Faome! The chind pope acoordmg i most lists) and a
ahisciple ol the apestles, d. 97,

Commoadiamas: Chosicm Lain pot; alavies unbamnim,
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