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Vatican Council IT on Confirmation

ERORM as sons of God, the faithful confess

before men the faith which they have re-
ceived from God through the Church. Bound
more intimately to the Church by the sacrament
of confirmation, they are endowed by the Holy
Spirit with special strength. Hence they are more
strictly obliged to spread and defend the fhith
both by word and by deed as rue witnesses of
'.-_:hf.IE[. FDseaiwen o e Clggrchy 1)

HE laity derive the right and duty with

respect to the apostolate from their union
with Christ their Head. Incorporated into
Christ's Mystical Body through baptism and
strengthened by the power of the Holy Spirit
through confirmation, they are assigned to the
apostolate by the Lord himself,

P hairmene et Lainiy, £)

HEREVER they live, all Christisns are

bound to show forth, by the example of

their lives and by the witness of their speech,

that new man which they put on at baptism, and

that power of the Holy Spirit by whom they
were strengthened at confirmation.

(TR o g Nlosiom, IS

FOREWORD

HIS book is intended to be both a manual for

preparaton for the sacrament of confirmation
and a remembrance of this important event in the
spiritual life of the confirmed Catholic.

In order to make this book as useful as possible
to the teacher as well as to the candidate for con-
firmation, I would like to make the following sug-
gearions:

1. Read over carcfully the instruction on con-
firmation given in Part One, These adeas can be
conveyed to the candidates for confirmation in
simple terms at various stages of the catechetical
COUTSE.

2. The catechism in Part Three concerns only
the sacrament of confirmation. Each gquestion
should be carefully read, and, if possible, memo-
nized, since it i the minimum that is expected as
a preparation for the reception of this sacrament.

4, If tme permits, it would be advisable o
make a brief review of the entire catechism, found
in Part Eight. Further material for such a review
can be found in my St Foseph New American
Catechirm— the Middle Edition or, at least, the
Primary Edition.

4. The special feature of this book is the
“Highlights from the Gospels™ (Part Six) which
will enable you to refer w the sections of the
Gospels that can be used as a scriptural accom-
paniment for ench question of the Confirmanon
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8 FOREWORD

catechism, The “Highlights™ tells the full story of
the life of Christ in chronological order from the
four Gospels. It is a useful way of gerting the can-
didates for confirmation interested in the reading
of Holy Scripture. This portion of the book can be
used for Bible Readings long after confirmation,

5. “Prayers in honor of the Holy Spirit and
Jesus Christ™ (Part Four) can be used a5 a man-
ual of prayer. One or more pravers may be recited
with the candidates for confirmation before, dur-
ing, or after each religion lesson. The same
prayers would be useful for years to come to
maintain the spirit of the sacrament of confirma-
rion.

FATHER LAWRENCE G. LOVASIE, 5. VD,

82 HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE GOSPELS

.II _.5_ N N,
12. The Finding in the Temple

E‘I.’ERY year his parents used w0 go to
Jerusalem for the feast of Passover, And when
Jesus was rwelve years old, they made the journey as
usual for the feast. When the days of the fieast were
over and they set off for home, the boy Jesus stayed
behind in Jerusalem. His parents were not aware of
this, Assuming that he was somewhere in the group
of travelers, they pourneved for o doy, Then they start-
ed o look for him among their relatves and friends,
bur when dhey failed vo find him, they remurned
Jerusalem 1o search for him.

After three days they found um i the temple,
whiere he was sitting among the teachers, listening
to them and asking them guestions. And all who
heard hum were smmeed at his mitelligence and his
answers. When his parents saw himy they were
astontshed, and his mother said to him, "Son, why
have you done this to us? Your father and 1 have
been searching for you with great anxiery,” Jesus
said to them, "Why were you scarching for me?
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id you oot know that T must be in my Father's
house?” But they did not comprehend what he
aaid o them. Then he went down with them and
came to Nazareth, and he was obedient to them.
Hiz mother treasured all these things in her heart.
And Jesus increased in wisdom and in age and in
grace with God and men, (Lk 2:41-52)

HE word of God came to John the son of
Zechariah im the desert. He journeyed
throughout the entire region of the Jordan valley,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the for-
givencss of sins, as 1t i written in the book of the
words of the propher Isaiah:
*The voice of one crying out in the wilderness;
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths,
Every valley shall be filled in,
snd every mountnin and hill shall be
leveled;



